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Educators receive COVID-19 vaccines

Effort aimed at keeping people healthy, schools open
By Rick Dandes

rdandes@dailyitem.com

MONTANDON— Teachers came
to the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit (CSIU) by pre-registered appointment time on Sunday, with more
scheduled today, to be vaccinated with
a single dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine as part of a statewide initiative by
the Department of Education and the
Pennsylvania Emergency Management
Agency.
“By the end of the day Monday, we’ll
have vaccinated 2,000 people,” John
Kurelja, assistant executive director

of the CSIU, said on Sunday.
Vaccinations are scheduled to continue from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m. today.
The procedure is being carried out
with strict rules. Cars carrying educators are stopped at the entrance to
CSIU by state police who only allowed
those with appointments into the parking lot.
“We structured the way it ran at our
site,” Kurelja said.
The CSIU worked with AMI (Aspen
Medical Institute), the sole contractor
to the state’s Department of Health
and Human Services, who provided
the vaccinators and administrators.

“We supplemented that with our volunteers,” Kurelja explained.
“And then we have a team calling
people to fill the slots so that we get
to 2,000 by Monday night.”
The state released a priority list for
all the superintendents to follow, he
continued.
“So that they first focus on educators
of the students that are most vulnerable,
Kurelga said.
“The idea is to get them back to
school as soon as possible. You start
with special education educators, K-6
educators, and then once those spots
are filled you move up the ladder to

get to educators of the older students.
“We’re just really proud at the CSIU
that we could help make this happen,”
he said.
Also included: contracted employees, including bus drivers.
Hillary Haddon, of CSIU’s ELECT
teen parenting program, was vaccinated
about 11:15 a.m. Sunday and said, “It
was a relief, yes, in some ways. Like a
lot of people, you think about the newness of it (the vaccine), but I’m ready
to get on with life ... back to normal.”
Haddon said she was “a little bit sore.
But not much.”
Mifflinburg Intermediate School

Danville students give
back to health care workers

third-grade teacher Sarah Gemberling
said she was relieved to be vaccinated.
“It will be nice to know that we can
be in school with the kids safely,” Gemberling said.
“I also think it will help bring back
some kids whose parents might have
been wary about them being in class
in person.”
She said she had no soreness from
the vaccine.
And student teacher Margaret
Cowan, of the Chief Shikellamy Elementary School, said she was pleased
pleased to have finally received a vaccine.
“It’s a lot off my mind and I’m grateful.” Cowan said, adding that she was
feeling fine with no immediate aftereffects.

New COVID-19 cases
Sunday among lowest
daily totals this month

30 infections, no deaths in Valley
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Second-grade students from Emily Ayers’s class show off the snacks collected by the entire
student body at the Danville Primary School. The recipients are Geisinger health care workers
and support staff.

Teachers organize gift bags to show appreciation

to parents, relatives who have
been on the front line during
the pandemic.”
DANVILLE — COAn idea hatched by firstVID-19 has impacted stu- grade teacher June Heeter
dents in the Danville School and school nurse Deann
District in very personal Kinsey seemed to perfectly
ways.
capture the gratitude students
Besides the mitigation ef- have been feeling toward
March
15, 2021
am (GMThealth
-4:00)
forts imposed
by8:43
the district
care workers throughto prevent transmission of the out this past year.
coronavirus at the schools,
By Rick Dandes

rdandes@dailyitem.com

HARRISBURG — The state
department of health recorded
1,914 new COVID-19 infections on Sunday, the third lowest total reported this month.
The Sunday update also
changed the state death toll
to 24,530, which would erase
the 43 new fatalities from Saturday’s report and reset the
state total to what was reported
on Friday.
In the Valley, there were no
new deaths and 30 new infections reported, including 25
in Northumberland County.
Union County’s infection
count decreased by nine, according to the state’s documentation.
Since the beginning of the
pandemic a year ago, 553 Valley residents have died due to
the coronavirus and 18,473
have been infected, according to the state Department
of Health.
Sunday marked the 29th
consecutive day with less than
4,000 new cases in Pennsylva-

nia following a record-breaking winter and holiday surge.
It has also been 25 consecutive days with fewer than 100
deaths.
Vaccinations
According to the latest data
from state health officials,
66,829 doses of COVID-19
vaccine were administered
on Saturday, including 40,194
doses that led to residents being fully vaccinated.
It pushed the state’s total
since vaccinations began in
December to 1,249,722 fully
vaccinated residents.
Another 2,372,271 have received one dose.
Across the Valley, 27,521
residents are fully vaccinated
and another 13,941 have received the first dose.
Hospitals
According to the DOH,
1,443 residents were hospitalized as of noon Sunday, up
1 from Saturday.
See CASES, Page A2

Pa. lawmakers rack up
heavy expenses during
COVID pandemic peak
By Angela Couloumbis
Spotlight PA

HARRISBURG — Within
weeks of the first coronavirus cases last spring, as large
swaths of Pennsylvania’s
economy shut down, the state
legislature followed suit, allowing most of its members

But that didn’t stop many
of them from cashing in on
expenses.
A Spotlight PA analysis of
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