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Anaalise Yeich and Cameron Cum
mins, both of Danville Area. Plans
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are underway
for the
2021 PMEA

grade. He also played trumpet and
baritone and took piano lessons.
“I like the tenor voice it contrib

get to experience more playing op
portunities.”
Kevin Haile, the PMEA District

Auditions for the All-State Cho
rus and Orchestra will be occurring
Page
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over the next few weeks,
he said.

Program helps those interested in working in health care
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem .com

Gretchen Heintzelman's plans for a
nursing career got off track but a free
program offered by the Central Susque
hanna Intermediate Unit put her back
on course and today the Lewisburg resi
dent is employed as a registered nurse.
Heintzelman, 34, is among 1,378 par
ticipants in the CSIU’s federally-funded
Work Attributes Toward Careers in
Health (WATCH) Project which helps
income-eligible individuals interested
in working in the health care field as

Gretchen
Heintzelman,
a registered
nurse who
received
training
through
the Central
Susque
hanna
Intermedi
ate Unit’s
WATCH
Project.

a direct care worker (DCW), certi
fied nursing assistant, licensed practi
cal nurse, phlebotomist or registered
nurse by providing training, financial
assistance and other resources.
In 2010, CSIU was awarded $9.2
million for the program and in 2015
received another $7.5 million grant to
continue it.
Of the participants, 1,131 individuals
have completed training in the past de
cade, said Katherine Vastine, WATCH
Project program manager.
“We can help them move up in their
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Program
helps those
interested in
working in
health care
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career and advance in highpriority occupations and help
them move out of poverty,”
she said.
DCW Heroes is another
program offered by the
CSIU to retain or bring peo
ple into the health care field.
Launched in January with
a $1.2 million state grant to
serve several counties, includ
ing Northumberland, Snyder
and Union and Montour, it is
available to people in the field
who need extra support, indi
viduals with disabilities, who
speak English as a second lan
guage or have low literacy or
technical skills.
To date, the program has
29 participants from 11 coun
ties, program manager Kerri
Kubalak said.
The two programs are vital
to getting more people work
ing in nursing home and adult
care settings at a time when
the industry is experiencing
a 44 percent to 65 percent
turnover rate and is critically
lacking in direct-care workers,
said Linda Walker, a CSIU
healthcare education coordi
nator.
“One of the complaints
that these workers have is
they don’t have the training,”
she said.
The state requires certified
nurse aides to have 12 hours of
in-service training each year,
Walker said, but there’s no
mandatory ongoing training
or other support.
WATCH Project and DCW
Heroes provides that training
and support free of charge to
eligible participants and is
'‘giving them the confidence
that they are valuable,” she
said.
Every WATCH Project par
ticipant is paired with a career
coordinator and usually starts
in an entry-level position “to
expose them to the sights,
smells and sounds” of work
ing in health care, Vastine
said. “They learn pretty early
on if this is a career for them.”
Heintzelman had always
wanted to work in the medical
field. “I loved working with
people in general,” she said.
In 2013, the same year she
gave birth to her first child,
Heintzelman enrolled in the
WATCH Project program
where she started off as a
certified nurse aide in a Val
ley nursing home.
Through
the
program,
Heintzelman received train
ing, new uniforms, textbooks,
mileage
reimbursement
and assistance in applying
for loans and grants.
“They made it possible. I
had somebody to walk me
through the process,” she said.
Kubalak worked for 4 1/2
years as a career coach in
the program and had weekly
contact with individuals like
Heintzelman.
“Everyone’s needs are dif
ferent,” she said of how she
connected some participants
with child care subsidies and
found housing for homeless
participants. “It’s hard to go
into training when you’re
worried about where you’re
living.”
Heintzelman stayed with
the program for several years
as she advanced in her studies,
later receiving her licensed
practical nurse certification.
In 2019, she became a reg
istered nurse and today is
employed at the Selinsgrove
Center.
“I was connected with so
many resources and peer sup
port groups. Other RNs and
LPNs cheered us on,” she said.
The WATCH Project has
proven its success, Vastine
said, with an average hourly
wage of $15.39 earned by
graduates; 87 percent of par
ticipants no longer receiving
assistance and 76 percent of
its participants no longer re
ceiving SNAP benefits.
“Entry-level positions won't
always offer life-sustaining
wages,” she said. “Our goal is
to advance them on the career
ladder.”
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Man who flipped vehicle faces DUI ch
A Montgomery driver
who flipped his vehicle with
a passenger in Delaware
Township, Northumberland
County, has been charged
with driving under the
influence and other related
offenses.
Tyler Carl Clark, 25, of
Broad Street, was charged by
Milton State Trooper Nathan
Wenzel with two misde
meanor counts of DUI, a mis
demeanor count of reckless
endangerment and seven sum
mary counts of speeding,
careless driving, disregarding
traffic lanes, driving with
an open container, reckless
driving, failure to keep right
and operating vehicle without
insurance. The charges were
filed in the Milton office of
District Judge Michael Diehl.
The accident occurred
at 2:01 a.m. Feb. 14 along
Route 54. Police said Clark
was drunk when he failed to
negotiate a turn and flipped
a 2017 Gold Saturn sedan into
a driveway. He had a passen
ger in the vehicle as well, said
police.
Police said Clark had a
blood-alcohol level of .178
percent, more than 2 percent
higher than the legal limit.
- JUSTIN STRAWSER

LEWISBURG

Artists sought
for DIG’s
up-cycled online
furniture auction
DIG Furniture Bank, a
Union County nonprofit, is
hosting an up-cycled online
furniture auction fundraiser

ACROSS THE VALLEY
By The Daily Item staff and stringers

May 29 to celebrate its oneyear anniversary of providing
furniture and household items
to local families in need.
Fresh StART is now re
cruiting local artists to choose
a piece of old furniture to
“up-cycle” into a unique
piece of functional art to be
purchased by the public. All
profits will go directly toward
the operations of the nonprofit
organization.
To learn more about Fresh
StART, including how to
become an artist or purchase
a piece on May 29, visit www.
digfb.org/fresh-start or email
info@digfb.org.
- ERIC SCICCHiTANO

MILTON

Police: Man
started fight,
smashed car
window
A Northumberland man
allegedly started a fight with
another man and smashed
a car window with a shovel
while a toddler was in the
backseat, according to state
police at Milton.
Samuel Swinehart, 24, was
charged by Point Township
Patrolman Kevin Herring
with four misdemeanors:
possessing an instrument of
crime, simple assault and two
DUI charges; and two sum
mary counts: disorderly con
duct and harassment. Charges

were filed in the Milton office
of District Judge Michael
Diehl.
Police said Swinehart on
Feb. 7 was in a fight with
Blake Burgess, of Sunbury,
at a residence on Neitz Road,
Point Township. The argu
ment allegedly started after
Swinehart blocked the drive
way with his own vehicle, said
police.
The two men started argu
ing and Swinehart started
punching Burgess while he
was seated in the vehicle and
a 2-year-old child was in the
back seat of the car, police
said.
Swinehart then allegedly
used a shovel to smash the
driver’s side window. The
fight continued until wit
nesses separated the two men,
police said.
Swinehart’s blood-alcohol
level was 0.199 percent,
nearly 2.5 times the legal
limit, police said.
- JUSTIN STRAWSER

SUNBURY

State, city
officials to
discuss ways to
improve policies
State Department of Human
Services (DHS) officials and
Sunbury officials will meet
to discuss how to improve
policies and procedures mov
ing forward since the now-

shuttered Sunshine Corners
incident.
State Rep. Lynda Culver
said she has been facilitat
ing a meeting between the
officials to ensure both the
agency and the city are on the
same page.
“We are in the process of
setting this up and making
sure each of the two knows
what the other is doing,” she
said. “We don’t want to see
anything like this happen
again.”
The incident happened
on Feb. 13 when a resident
developed COVID-19 which
lead to the state agency to
visit the facility and discover
the violations.
The DHS admitted it
did not follow up on an
inspection when they did
not receive a plan outlining
further action required fol
lowing an inspection into the
Sunshine Corners in Sep
tember 2020, according to a
spokesperson.
The error was discov
ered when the department
reviewed all documents
and inspections concerning
Sunshine Corners, a licensed
assisting living facility lo
cated on Market Street, DHS
spokesperson Ali Fogarty
said.
City Administrator Der
rick Backer said the city is
looking forward to a conver
sation with DHS.
“We welcome it so that we
can fix any issues moving
forward,” he said.
Culver said she continues
to communicate with De
partment of Human Services
Secretary Teresa Miller
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Pennsylvania shifts 2020 tax filing deadll ine to
TAX, from Page B1
tax payments.
Although the filing deadline
for 2020 tax returns has been
extended, the Department of
Revenue is encouraging tax
payers who are able to file
their
returns
electronically
to do so as soon as possible.
For those expecting a refund

from the commonwealth, fil
ing electronically will help
avoid a delay in the release
of their refund.
Individual
taxpayers
can
also postpone federal income
tax payments for the 2020 tax
year due on April 15, 2021, to
May 17, 2021, without penal
ties and interest, regardless
of the amount owed, the IRS

said.
This postponement applies
to individual taxpayers, in
cluding individuals who pay
self-employment tax. Penal
ties, interest and additions to
tax will begin to accrue on any
remaining unpaid balances as
of May 17. Individual taxpay
ers will automatically avoid
interest and penalties on the

taxes paid by May 17.
“This continues to be a
tough time for many people,
and the 1RS wants to continue
to do everything possible to
help taxpayers navigate the
unusual circumstances related
to the pandemic, while also
working on important tax ad
ministration
responsibilities,”
said 1RS Commissioner Chuck
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Family Care Home Health business
earns Governor’s Achievement Award
The Daily Item
LEWISBURG
Family
Care Home Health in Sun
bury received the Governor’s
Achievement Award for its
commitment to their employees
and partnership with EARN, a
Pennsylvania Department of
Human Services program that
operates locally within PA CareerLink.
The Central Pennsylvania
Workforce Development Cor
poration (CPWDC) announced
the honor.

FOOD
INSPECTIONS
Restaurants are inspected
throughout the year by state
and local agents. Inspection
reports are submitted to the
state, and can be viewed on
line by visiting the website:
http://EatSafePa.com
and
clicking on “Food Safety In
spection Reports.”

With an understanding of
how social and economic barri
ers can influence success in em
ployment, Family Care Home
Health Agency proactively con
siders their employees’ unique
needs so as to overcome barri
ers related to transportation and
child care.
EARN
—
Employment,
Advancement and Retention
Network program — provides
comprehensive and holistic ser
vices delivered locally via CPWDC’s subcontractor, Central
Susquehanna
Opportunities,
Inc. EARN assists recipients

of the Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program to
overcome barriers and stabilize
their lives, set goals, explore
potential careers, receive skills
training and ultimately attain
employment. Employer partners
are essential to the success of
EARN.
Mirroring the EARN pro
gram’s focus, Family Care
Home Health Agency fosters
an environment for growth and
learning by accommodating
work schedules to give partici
pants the ability to train and
advance.

LOTTERY

CORRECTIONS
It is the policy of The Daily
Item to correct factual errors
in news stories and photo
captions. 1/1/e invite readers to
call the newsroom, (570) 2865671, Ext. 350, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, or write to Editor, Box
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury,
PA 17801

■ PENNSYLVANIA
Pick 2 Day

The Daily Item
200 Market Street
Sunbury, PA, 17801
www.dailyitem.com
570-286-5671
Fax: 570-286-2570
(800) 792-2303

NEWSROOM
How to submit tips for
news, photographs
Call the newsroom at 570863-3213 or (800) 792-2303.
Fax your tips at 570-2867695 or e-mail tips to:

Cash 5
5-8 W:4

Pick 2 Evening

9-3 W:9

Treasure Hunt
Match 6

Pick 3 Day

5-6-8 W:4

Cash 4 Life

Pick 3 Evening

6-0-5 W:9

Cash Ball

Pick 4 Day

0-6-2-2 W:4

Pick 4 Evening

3-0-6-2 W:9

Pick 5 Day

news@dailyitem.com
Staff contacts
Editor: Dennis Lyons, 570988-5482, dlyons@dailyitem.com
Managing Editor: Bill Bow
man, 570-988-5474, bbowman@dailyitem.com
Features Editor: John Zaktansky, 570-988-5473, jzaktansky@dailyitem.com
Managing Editor/Money:
David Hilliard, 570-988-5484,
dhilliard@dailyitem.com
Sports Editor: Kurt Ritzman,
570-988-5489, kritzman@dailyitem.com
Sports Events: sports@
dailyitem.com

From left are Elaine Kerr, EA
oper with Central Susquehann
Jill Walter, EARN Program ma
Sobolewski, office manager w
Health Agency in Sunbury,
Care Home Health Agency ma
Family Care Home Health Agenc

8-9-6-5-9 W:4

■ CASH 5 PAYOUTS
Four numbers
Three numbers

Pick 5 Evening

0-1-1-4-8 W:9 Today’s jackpot

News Events and Tips:
news@dailyitem.com or
mynews@dailyitem.com
Calendar Events: calendar@
dailyitem.com.
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