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Renovated Sheetz reopens today
New drive-thru service 
part of six-month fix-up
By Marcia Moore
mmoore@dailyitem .com

SELINSGROVE - Sheetz in Mon
roe Township will open Saturday fol
lowing a nearly six-month renovation.

A sign outside the 766 N. Susque
hanna Trail store announced the re
opening.

A company spokesman did not re
spond to a call for comment.

The store was closed May 7 and 
crews demolished the old building 
and erected a new one to include a 
drive-thru service. The gas pumps 
have also been relocated.

The company opened its first lo
cation in Altoona in 1952 and today 
operates more than 580 Sheetz stores 
across Pennsylvania, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland, Ohio and North 
Carolina.

The Sheetz in Mon
roe Township is 
scheduled to open 
today and will have 
a new drive-thru.

Robert Inglis/The Daily Item

Fifth lawsuit 
filed against 
Heritage 
Springs in 
Lewisburg
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem .com

LEWISBURG - A fifth civil lawsuit 
has been filed by one of the families 
affected by an extensive elder abuse 
case at Heritage Springs Memory Care 
in Lewisburg.

Attorney Martin S. Kardon, of Kanter, 
Bernstein, & Kardon P.C., of Philadel
phia, filed the lawsuit on behalf of patient 
Ruth Roberts and her family against 
the assisted living facility at 327 Farley 
Circle, Lewisburg, its management and 
two employees who were accused of 
abusing 17 residents. Those listed as 
defendants are Heritage Springs facility 
and corporation, employees Madison 
Laine Cox and a 17-year-old boy.

Over the last three months, four other 
civil lawsuits have been filed on behalf of 
patients Alice Longenberger, Sue Linder, 
Marsha Croll and Helen G. Roush-Buck 
and their families, making five civil law
suits filed in total. The first four lawsuits 
were filed by Attorney Erica C. Wilson, 
of Murray, Stone & Wilson PLLC, in 
West Conshohocken.

“The harm inflicted upon Ruth Rob
erts by the Heritage defendants resulted 
in physical and emotional injuries that 
included her emotional trauma and 
suffering, degradation, public embar
rassment, public humiliation and loss 
of dignity and privacy,” Kardon wrote.

The latest lawsuit alleges counts of 
negligence against the Heritage defen
dants; counts of negligence per se and 
loss of consortium against all defendants; 
and counts of negligence against the two 
employees. A jury trial is demanded as 
well as financial damages.

An unidentified 17-year-old male resi
dent assistant and his co-worker resident 
aide Laine Cox, 19, of Pinchtown Road, 
Montgomery, allegedly took numerous 
nude and demeaning photographs and 
videos of 17 residents between Decem
ber and April. They allegedly posed with

See LAWSUIT, Page B2

Abrana 
Marie’s 
owner facing 
132 charges
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

The owner of Abrana Marie’s 
restaurant in Lewisburg is facing 
132 misdemeanor counts after an 
investigation from the Pennsylvania 
Office of Attorney General and the 
Department of Revenue revealed that 
she allegedly used at least $84,000 
in sales and employer withholding 
taxes to keep her businesses afloat.

Doreen M. Hedricks, 64, of Queen 
Street, Northumberland, between 
October 2018 and December 2022 
collected sales tax and withheld em
ployer withholding tax, and treated 
it as her own, and failed to make 
the required payment or disposi-

See CHARGES, Page B2

CSIU, class adapt toys for 
students with disabilities

Students act as toy testers for Vo Tech project
By Rick Dandes
rdandes @dailyitem .com

MONTANDON — Six students 
from a Bloomsburg Elementary 
School special education class 
acted on Friday as toy testers in the 
Central Susquehanna Intermediate 
Unit’s first Toy Adaptation Day.

“We got the idea for doing this

from another intermediate unit in 
the Jim Thorpe area,” said inter
mediate unit assistant technology 
consultant Kaitlyn Hock, who 
helped organize the day’s activ
ities.

What the Central Susquehanna 
Intermediate Unit (CSIU) did, 
with the help of 26 students from 
Montour-Columbia Vo Tech, is to

“adapt roughly 48 toys to provide 
to special education classrooms 
in Valley schools,” Hock said. 
“CSIU purchased the toys, but in 
the future, we are hoping to secure 
a grant so that we can buy more 
toys. This year we will bring the 
toys to the classrooms.

“It’s all about accessibilities,” 
Hock said, “so, the purpose of

this is that traditional toys, with 
on-off switches, can be very chal
lenging for students with physi
cal disabilities or limitations. It 
might be too small for them to 
turn on, or the force of it might 
be too challenging for them. We 
have amazing high school students

See TOYS, Page B4

Pa. poll finds support for armed school 
security; Shapiro favorability rising
By Eric Scicchitano
erics@cnhinews.com

HARRISBURG - A strong ma
jority of registered voters told poll
sters from Franklin & Marshall that 
they support allowing public schools 
to employ armed security personnel 
and believe it would make schools 
safer.

The October 2023 Franklin & 
Marshall College Poll showed 69% 
of respondents were on board with 
armed security in schools. The re
turn was even greater for the ex
pected result — 73% felt schools 
would be safer places as a result.

The survey was conducted from 
Oct. 11-22 by the college’s Center 
for Opinion Research. There were 
873 registered Pennsylvania voters: 
393 Democrats, 359 Republicans, 
121 independents. The sample error 
is 4.1 percentage points.

The poll results arrived two days 
after a Senate committee meeting 
this week where a party-line vote 
advanced a Republican proposal to 
mandate armed security in all public 
schools. The bill does not propose 
that teachers or any other employee 
outside of security carry a firearm.

Schools are currently permitted 
to hire armed security. The bill’s 
sponsor, Sen. Mike Regan, R-Cum- 
berland/York, cited data from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Edu
cation that found about half of the 
commonwealth’s 500 school districts 
already do so. Regan’s bill would 
make such hires mandatory — at 
least one armed school police of
ficer, resource officer or security 
guard per building in all districts.

Support for Senate Bill 907 cen
tered on the need to protect students 
as fatal school shootings continue 
across the U.S. Opponents ques-

tioned the effectiveness of armed 
personnel, citing research that found 
it caused casualties to spike in active 
shooter incidents. They also cited 
the lack of funding tied to the bill, 
calling it an unfunded mandate.

The bill advanced out of commit
tee with the Republican majority 
voting in favor and Democrats op
posed. It now moves toward a poten
tial vote by the full Senate. Should it 
advance out of the upper chamber, 
its potential in the House seems low. 
The Democratic Caucus controls the 
lower chamber and has made gun 
control initiatives a priority.

In another interesting poll return, 
56% of respondents supported pro
viding taxpayer funding to support 
crisis pregnancy centers.

Gov. Josh Shapiro’s adminis
tration does not. It announced the

See POLL, Page B4

Police: Man 
slashed wife 
with kni fe
By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

LEWISBURG — A Lewisburg man 
accusing his wife of infidelity allegedly 
slashed her arm with a knife and kicked 
her on Wednesday, according to Buffalo 
Valley Regional Police

Peter D. Holmes, 58, of Brown Street, 
Lewisburg, was charged with a fel
ony count of aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon; two misdemeanor 
counts of simple assault; and a sum
mary count of harassment. The charges 
were filed by Buffalo Valley Regional 
Police Sgt. Frederick J. Hetrick in the 
Lewisburg office of District Judge Jef
frey Rowe.

Hetrick was called to the Brown 
Street apartment for a reported domestic

See KNIFE, Page B2

Rick Dandes/The Daily Item
A class from Columbia Montour Vo-Tech spent Friday adapting toys for students with disabilities.
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Weather/Local
STOCKWATCH
Close Change La-Z-Boy Inc. 28.22 -0.26

Alphabet (Google) 123.40 -0.04 LendingTree 10.56 0.05
Altria Group 39.30 0.04 Lowe's 183.62 -1.11
Amazon 127.74 8.17 M&T Bank 108.94 -4.12
American waterworks 116.39 -1.63 Masco Corp. 51.04 -0.49
Apple 168.22 1.33 McDonalds 255.76 -0.07
Archer-Daniels 70.04 -1.81 Merck & Co. 102.82 -2.73
AT&T 14.82 -0.30 Microsoft 329.81 1.92
Bank of America 25.17 -0.95 Mid Penn Bancorp 18.77 -0.76
BestBuy 64.41 -1.70 Mondelez 65.01 -0.64
Boeing 179.69 0.60 Nike 97.98 -2.04
Caterpillar 238.56 -3.87 Norfolk Southern 184.53 -0.77
Coca-Cola 55.24 -0.54 Northrop Grumman 473.07 -4.71
Conagra Brands 27.19 -0.48 Penns Woods Bancorp 20.93 -0.74
CSX Corp. 29.24 -0.35 PepsiCo, Inc. 159.62 -1.79
CVS 66.29 -1.69 Philip Morris 87.47 -2.24
Deere & Co. 361.15 -8.39 PNC 111.24 -3.12
Dunkin 87.53 -1.67 PPL Corp. 24.28 -0.46
EliLilly 560.23 -7.87 Procter & Gamble 147.16 -2.64
Exxon Mobil 105.55 -2.05 Prudential Financial 88.61 -1.70
F.N.B. Corp. 10.47 -0.29 Royal Caribbean 82.81 -0.07
FedEx Corp. 228.84 0.91 Snap Inc. 9.30 0.00
Ford Motor Co. 9.96 -1.39 Snap-0n Inc. 252.34 -1.15
Fulton Financial 12.43 -0.24 Starbucks 92.02 -0.65
General Dynamics 238.25 -2.30 Sunoco 49.21 -1.24
General Electric 106.35 -2.45 Susquehanna Comm. Fin. 12.15 -0.85
General Mills 65.30 -0.45 Target Corp. 107.23 -3.64
General Motors 27.22 -1.33 Textron Inc 75.25 -0.77
Harley-Davidson 26.17 -0.79 Thor Industries 84.99 -2.11
HersheyCo. 184.11 -4.94 Truist Financial 27.62 -0.89
Hewlett Packard 15.21 0.08 UGI Corp. 20.70 -0.30
Home Depot 276.46 -1.54 UPS Inc. 134.83 -3.38
Intel 35.54 3.02 Verizon 33.44 -1.03
International Paper 33.14 0.26 Walmart 161.17 -0.60
Juniata Valley Fin. 11.25 -0.50 Walt Disney Co. 79.33 -0.45
Kraft-Heinz Co. 31.44 -0.42 Weis Markets 65.70 0.30

MUTUAL FUNDS
Close Change Fidelity Puritan $20.80 -0.01

Am. Funds Growth Fund A $56.60 -0.05 ¡Shares Core S&P 500 $412.55 -1.90
Delaware Found. Mod. A $8.86 -0.06 Vanguard 500 Index Admiral $380.14 -1.83
Dreyfus S&P 500 Index $47.21 -0.23 Vanguard Inst. Index 1 $343.93 -1.66
Fidelity Magellan $10.65 0.00 Vanguard Wellington Admiral $66.66 -0.08

THREE-DAY LOCAL FORECAST C AccuWeather Get the AccuWeather app 

TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY

Very warm with 
clouds and sun

Overcast Cooler with periods 
of rain

*5,
Cloudy with showers 

around

HIGH 77° LOW 48* 55° 50* 56° 35‘

WIND CHILL
TODAY
9 a.m. Noon 3 p.m. 6 p.m. 

63° 72° 76° 71°
An indication of how cold it feels bawd on 
temperature and wind speed.

SUN AND MOON
TODAY SUN.

7:33 a.m. 7:34 a.m. 
6:09 p.m. 6:07 p.m. 

Last New First

RIVER STAGE
As of 7 a.m. yesterday

RIVER
LOCATION
Wilkes-Barre 
Danville 
Sunbury 
Renovo 
Williamsport

4.51 ft. 
8.07 ft. 
0.36 ft. 
0.83 ft.

20 ft. 
24 ft. 
15 ft. 
19 ft.

Sunrise
Sunset

Full

lil
Oct 28 Nov 5 Nov 13 Nov 20

HISTORY
On Oct. 28,1936, the mercury 
sank to 9 degrees in Layton,
N.J., the state's record low for 
October. Five inches of snow fell 
in the mountains of Georgia 37 
years later.

Jamestown
9 6 1 / 4 1

Elmira
»69/41

Binghamton 
»67/42

TODAY’S NATIONAL FORECAST
Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

FLOOD 
STAGE STAGE

2.83 ft. 22 ft.

ALMANAC
Selinsgrove through 4 p.m. yesterday 

PRECIPITATION in inches
Yesterday 0.00
M-t-d (normal) 2.27 (3.44)
Y-t-d (normal) 34.97 (36.37)
Departure from normal -1.40 
TEMPERATURE 
Yesterday's high/low 750/38°
Normal high/low 59738°
Record high 78° (1947)
Record low 22° (1928)
HEATING DEGREE DAYS 
Yesterday 8
Season to date 331
Last season to date 431 
Normal season to date 425 
Index of energy consumption
indicating how far the day's mean --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
temperature was below 65 degrees. Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2023

REGIONAL FORECAST Shown is today's weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight's lows.

• Cold front

* Warm front Showers T-storms Rain Flumes Snow Ice 
^ V ^ Stationary front i \ \ si V s a *1 [ *i

i-l 0s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s[110*. 
YESTERDAY'S NATIONAL EXTREMES for the 48 contiguous states 
High: 95° at Zapata, TX Low: -9° at Ingomar, MT

NATIONAL CITIES
TODAY SUN. TODAY SUN.

City Hi/Lo/W Hi/Lo/W City Hi/Lo/W Hl/Lo/W
Atlanta 81/60/s 82/61/s Miami 85/77/pc 85/76/sh
Atlantic City 75/60/s 65/61/c Minneapolis 36/28/C 38/25/c
Boston 79/49/s 55/50/r Nags Head 72/61/s 71/61/s
Buffalo 62/43/c 47/40/r New Orleans 83/69/pc 85/68/pc
Charlotte 84/59/s 83/60/s New York 80/54/s 57/54/r
Chicago 51/46/pc 47/31/r Ocean City, MD 77/62/s 69/62/c
Cincinnati 65/56/t 62/45/t Orlando 85/69/pc 87/70/pc
Cleveland 60/49/c 54/45/r Philadelphia 83/56/s 62/59/c
Columbus, OH 65/53/c 58/45/r Phoenix 86/59/s 81/56li
Dallas 68/54/t 57/39/c Pittsburgh 66/50/sh 61/46/r
Detroit 57/44/pc 47/39/r St. Louis 52/47/sh 49/33/r
Dover, DE 80/59/s 67/60/c San Francisco 67/53/pc 71/50/s
Houston 85/72/pc 84/49/sh Seattle 50/33/s 54/32/s
Los Angeles 74/53/s 76/51/s Wash., DC 86/63/s 73/62/c
Weather(W): s-sutmy. pc-partfy cloudy, c-clouty, sh-showers* t-thundmtorms, r-rain, sf-snow Humes* sn-snow;, ike.
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Pa. poll finds support for 
armed school security

Families hunt for loved ones not heard from 
since Hurricane Otis pummeled Acapulco

POLL, from Page B1

practice of providing an annual 
multi-million dollar allocation 
to Real Alternatives would end 
in 2023.

The organization redirects 
portions of the funding to crisis 
pregnancy centers across the 
state and has done so since the 
allocation was first authorized 
in the mid-1990s. The centers 
generally offer referrals to ex
pectant mothers and fathers, 
many having an unexpected 
or unwanted pregnancy, for 
medical treatment and adop
tion services, pregnancy test 
kits and parenting education. 
After-birth care can include 
food, clothing and temporary 
shelter.

More than $9 million in com
bined funding was set aside by 
Senate Republicans for the pro
gram in the new state budget. 
Real Alternatives collected at 
least $60 million in taxpayer 
funding since 2012, the earli
est records available through 
online state treasury records.

Critics accuse crisis preg
nancy center staffers of mis
leading women about abortion 
based on their own religious 
faith and biases and failing to 
offer legitimate medical care 
or informed advice on physi
cal and mental health care to 
those facing a crisis pregnancy. 
The Shapiro administration, in 
announcing it wouldn’t renew 
a contract with Real Alterna

tives, indicated it would support 
expanding medical access for 
expectant mothers.

Shapiro’s favorability rating 
grew since Franklin & Mar
shall’s prior poll in August 
with 49% saying he’s doing an 
“excellent” or “good” job as 
governor.

The high marks come in light 
of last week’s revelation — one 
arriving late in the polling pro
cess — that the administration 
settled a sexual harassment 
claim against a former senior 
staffer, Mike Vereb, at a cost 
of $295.000 to the accuser and 
attorneys.

It also comes at a time when 
the governor joined President 
Joe Biden to announce that the 
commonwealth will be home 
to two regional clean hydrogen 
hub projects estimated to create
41,000 jobs.

Shapiro has focused on eco
nomic growth through his cam
paign and into the early part 
of his first term. The economy 
consistently polls with Franklin 
& Marshall and other public 
surveys as a top priority among 
voters.

The College Poll found that 
Pennsylvanians aren’t feel
ing good about the common
wealth’s direction — 50% of 
respondents say they’re “worse 
off” financially compared to a 
year ago and 35% feel they’ll 
be worse off a year from now. 
More than half. 55%, feel Penn
sylvania is headed in the wrong 
direction.

By Megan Janetsky
Associated Press

ACAPULCO. Mexico - 
Desperate families made 
missing posters Friday and 
joined online groups to look for 
loved ones out of touch since 
Hurricane Otis devastated the 
Mexican Pacific coast city of 
Acapulco.

Officials said they were 
moving in supplies and evac
uating people from the devas
tated metropolis of 1 million 
people.

As cellphone service re
turned to some parts of the city, 
many residents had help from 
friends and relatives living in 
other parts of Mexico and in 
the United States.

TOYS, from Page B1

from Columbia-Montour Vo 
Tech who are learning to take 
the toys apart, re-wire them, 
and connect them with 3-D 
switches. Those are basically 
larger on-off buttons.”

You can already buy adap
tive toys. Hock added, “but 
they are really expensive. 
We’re trying to cut the cost 
by taking regular toys so that 
students can use the switch.” 

CSIU serves 17 school dis
tricts and they sent out notes 
to all the special education 
classes to see which ones

Residents joined together 
by neighborhood using on
line messaging platforms. On 
Thursday there were some
1,000 people in 40 chats, which 
grew in number through the 
day. Late Thursday, Guerrero 
state Gov. Evelyn Salgado fol
lowed their lead, urging peo
ple to send messages to gov
ernment WhatsApp accounts 
about the missing.

Norma Manzano spent a day 
debating whether to make a 
digital missing poster, like so 
many people have done, for her 
two brothers, whom she had 
not heard from since shortly 
after Otis made landfall early 
Wednesday.

Manzano’s brothers drove 
to Acapulco from Mexico

would be interested in receiv
ing the toys. “Eleven classes 
will be receiving one or two 
toys,” Hock said.

Avery Lanzi and Leland Alt- 
mirano, of Berwick were doing 
the wiring. “It’s interesting,” 
Lanzi said, “but easy.” Reed 
Gansell, also of Berwick, was 
working on switches.

As testers, “My students 
are very much enjoying this,” 
said Bloomsburg teacher Tesa 
Sponenberg. “We have stu
dents here from kindergarten, >
third and fourth grade from 
the Bloomsburg Area School 
District in our autistic support

City last weekend with three 
co-workers to build an installa
tion for an international mining 
conference in a big hotel. The 
bachelors — 31-year-old Victor 
Manuel Manzano Lopez and 
38-year-old Alejandro Man
zano Lopez — are hard-work- 
ing jokesters, their sister said.

They were staying in an 
AirbnB rental in Acapulco’s 
Diamond Point district, a sea
side area hit hard by the storm 
and flooding.

Entire walls of beachside 
high rises were ripped off. Hun
dreds of thousands of homes 
remained without electricity. 
People lacking even the most 
basic resources were emptying 
stores out of everything from 
food to toilet paper. Miguel

program.
“We have tested a lot of great 

toys today,” she said. "Tested 
switchs for the bouncing chick-

Angel Fong, president of the 
Mexican Hotel Association, 
told The Associated Press that 
80% of the city’s hotels were 
damaged.

Alejandro called his sister 
around 2 a.m. Wednesday, 
about an hour after Otis made 
landfall. She didn’t hear the 
call. She awoke at 3 a.m. and 
saw the missed call and a num
ber of increasingly frantic mes
sages.

“He sent me a lot of mes
sages that it was really bad. that 
the windows were breaking, 
that they tried to put mattresses 
against the windows, and he 
told me, ‘I’m sending you my 
location so that if something 
happens you know where we 
are,”’ Manzano said.

ens. So the kiddos are having 
a really great time. And we are 
fortunate enough to be able to 
take the toys home with us.”
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CSIU, class adapt toys for students with disabilities
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I can do all things through Christ which 
strengthened me.

Philippions 4:13

Do not be discouraged; lift your heart in 
praise. God will give you strength.

Psalm 42:11

For God so loved the world, 
thal he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.

John 3:16

Sponsors of this page, along with ministers of all faiths urge you to attend your house of wor
ship this week so that God can encourage you by His word & His people.
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