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Honoring our Military
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Members of the 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team go over results from a live-fire exercise at
Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville.

Warrior Run senior Elie Wagner, left, assisted Karleigh Ikeler,
a Shikellamy Middle School student, with an activity at Warrior
Run’s annual Special Education Field Day.

stage a special day
Serving their country with pride InStudents
its 5th year, Warrior Run event
Pa. National Guard members talk
about decision to enlist
BY CHRIS BRADY
The Standard-Journal

ANNVILLE — The notion of soldiers with the National Guard as “weekend warriors” is incredibly shortsighted. Spend any time with those who serve with
the 56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team of the Penn-

sylvania National Guard and you’ll see a talented,
well-trained group that takes its service to country seriously.
Lt. William Lloyd, who commands Alpha Company, 2nd Battalion, 112th Regiment, graduated from
Shippensburg University thanks to a four-year ROTC
scholarship. His knowledge of the Styker vehicles and
commitment to the men and women in his company

◆ See 56TH on Page 6

On the move
IU prepped to move
several classes to
former Watsontown
Elementary School
BY KEVIN MERTZ
Staff writer

WATSONTOWN — The Central Susquehanna Intermediate
Unit (CSIU) will be relocating
several different programs to 8.5
classrooms it will be leasing at
the former Watsontown Elementary School building.
The Warrior Run School District and CSIU boards both approved an agreement that will see
CSIU lease the classrooms for the
2018-2019 school year.
At the March 26 Warrior Run
◆ See IU on Page 3

continues to grow
BY CHRIS BRADY
The Standard-Journal

TURBOTVILLE — Warrior Run High School National Honor Society’s annual Special Education Field Day is special for
a number of reasons. One needs only to see the smiles on faces
of participants and organizers to know this to be true.
Despite a bit of morning rain Friday and an overcast period,
little could dampen the spirits of those taking part in the fifth
annual event, staged at Defender Stadium and featuring close to
125 Warrior Run students and nearly 300 students from 15 area
districts throughout the region and the Central Susquehanna Intermediate Unit.
The smiles truly tell the story. It’s easy to see that the participants are special as they cheered one another and learned new
activities. The student organizers and helpers showed how special they were throughout the morning as they guided participants from station to station and provided instruction and encouragement with every event.
◆ See SPECIAL on Page 3
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Jessica Glen, a teacher with CSIU’s Head Start program serving students in the Warrior Run School District, worked with a
student on a project. The Head Start program will be relocating
to the former Watsontown Elementary School building.
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“The test of courage comes
when we are in the minority. The
test of tolerance comes when
we are in the majority.”
— Ralph W. Sockman,
American clergyman (18891970).
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Special
◆ Continued from page 1

“I’m always hanging out with special
education students,” said Haley Walters,
a senior at Warrior Run. “It’s awesome
all the schools that are able to come. We
can show these students they are the
same as all of us and that they deserve a
good day.”
Participants took part in a number of
activities, set up across the complex.
Some bounced along to the beats provided by a DJ set up near one end zone
as the spirited nature of the activities
was hard to ignore.
“It’s the greatest thing I do here,” said
senior Elie Wagner as she took a break
from instructing middle school students
during a Frisbee toss. “I can’t explain
the feeling you get... You make so
many new friends. It’s awesome.”

Wagner is among those who have taken part in the event in some way over
all four of her years at the high school.
Seniors were thrilled to see the growth
of the event over its initial years and
this year welcomed additional Warrior
Run students and more area school participants than at any time in the previous four years.
Newcomers said the event exceeded
even their own expectations.
“I’ve always heard about it and how
rewarding it is,” said first-time participant Rachel Yohn, a sophomore. “I
wanted to try it. It’s wonderful to see
how happy they are here.”
Chris Brady can be reached at
chris@standard-journal.com.
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From left, Sadie
Zimmerman and Hakeem
Haines, both students at
Mifflinburg Middle School,
participate in Special Education Field Day as Warrior Run senior Haley
Walters looks on.
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Tori Rider, a Lewisburg middle school student, tosses a bean bag during the
Warrior Run High School Special Education Field Day. Looking on at left is Warrior Run student Pete Reasner.

IU
◆ Continued from page 1

board meeting, it was noted that CSIU will
pay the district $53,046 to use the space.
Superintendent Dr. Alan Hack said the
lease agreement includes wording that
CSIU can lease additional space for $7 per
square foot if it so chooses. He said that’s
the rate CSIU will be paying for the space
it initially plans to use.
The former elementary school has been
vacant since the end of the 2015-2016
school year.
Since the start of the 2016-2017 school
year, students in kindergarten through third
grade have been attending classes at Turbotville Elementary School, while fourth
graders have been educated at the middle
school.
Jennifer Williams, CSIU’s director of
Special Education and Early Childhood
Services, recently highlighted the programs
CSIU will relocate from various locations
to the former elementary school building.
In relocating to the former elementary
school, Williams said CSIU’s 5 Star Elementary program will be able to expand beyond the 10 students it currently serves.
“By moving to the building in Watsontown, we are able to increase the 5 Star program from one classroom to two,”
Williams said. “To date, we have a waiting
list, so we are hoping that with the addition
of another classroom, we will be able to
serve more students across the region who
have specific behavioral needs.”
The program is open to all 17 districts
served by CSIU. Williams hopes the program is able to increase to serving 15 to 20
students.
Eighteen students involved with the PreK Counts program for Warrior Run School
District students will also be moved to the
building.
In addition, programs serving 18 Head

Start students from the Warrior Run School
District, and 18 from the Milton Area
School District will move to the building.
Head Start is for children ages 3 through
5.
“We are so excited to have the opportunity for our students and staff to be in a
school building,” Williams said. “This will
allow us to better prepare the preschool students for the school environment.”
Intervention itinerant services provided
by CSIU — such as speech, occupational
therapy and physical therapy — will also
utilize space in the building in Watsontown.
“Being in a community like Warrior Run
will allow our programs to utilize all the
services our neighbors can provide,”
Williams said. “It will also allow us to
give back to the community through service projects.”
“One of the things we’re looking at is
providing space that can be used more for
the community,” Hack said about the lease,
at a March 23 school board meeting. “This
has the opportunity to bring in some revenue to the district.”
The CSIU programs won’t be the only
ones operating out of the former elementary school.
On April 23, the Warrior Run board approved the district’s Transition Services department to have a student-operated consignment shop, to be called Defender’s
Trading Post, to operate out of the school’s
former music room.
The shop will be located in a part of the
building that will be separated from the
CSIU classrooms.
Staff writer Kevin Mertz can be reached
at 570-742-9671 or email kevin@standard-journal.com.

