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Report: Man has acknowledged
responsibility in 1981 slayings
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bune reports that a psychiatric expert for the prosecution says Ausilio told him in
May 2018 that “The gun went
off. Chris died. I was so ...
shocked. Then next, Cheryl
died.”
A county judge will consider the report Wednesday
when he re-sentences Ausilio
in accordance with a U.S.
Supreme Court mandate
barring automatic life sentences for juveniles convicted of murder.
Defense attorney Joseph
D’Andrea is seeking a sentence of time served, meaning Aulisio would immediately be eligible for parole.
He argues that his client
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LPN Center graduates 17
MILTON – The Licensed
Practical Nurse (LPN)
Career Center of the CSIU
graduated 17 students on
Thursday.
Dr. Timothy Campbell,
director of the Central
Susquehanna LPN Career
Center, presided over the
ceremony, which took place
at United Lutheran Church
in Sunbury. The program,
delivered to a full house of
friends, family members,
and faculty, included comments and reflections from
Jessica Probst, the Nursing
Education managing coordinator; Dr. Bernadette Boer-

ckel, director of Community
Outreach; and class speaker,
Aisley Pomana.
Pomana described the
experience of going through
the LPN Career Center,
beginning with the excitement of being accepted and
preparing to be a nursing
student, through the trials
and tribulations of the program, to the actual practice
of nursing. She recalled the
shared experiences of her
class and the many friends
and family members who
helped all of the nursing students get through rigorous
and challenging courses and

clinicals.
Awards were presented as
follows:
Academic Excellence
Award, Jill Mestlin
Academic Achievement
Award, Aisley Pomana
Brittany Mook Memorial
Nursing Award, Paige Wichurowski
Sally Crouse Singer Maternal/Child Nursing Award,
Keith Lang
Nottingham Village Geriatric Nursing Award, Kayla
Dumas
Perfect Attendance Award,
Kayla Dumas

Women’s soccer team placed on
probation after hazing probe
PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— La Salle University has
placed its women’s soccer
team on disciplinary probation through the end
of next year — including
restrictions on competition
for the spring season — following an investigation that
revealed what it called “nonviolent power-differential
hazing.”
The Philadelphia university said no action was taken
against any individual, but
all team members must complete an educational workshop “that will foster respect
for their teammates and
provide training on bystander intervention.” They will

SCRANTON (AP) — A
report by an expert witness
for the prosecution says a
man who has served almost
four decades in prison in the
shotgun slayings of two children in northeastern Pennsylvania has acknowledged
responsibility in the deaths.
Fifty-three-year-old Joseph
Ausilio was convicted in
Lackawanna County in the
murders of 8-year-old Cheryl
Ziemba and 4-year-old Christopher Ziemba in Old Forge
in July 1981, when the defendant was 15. The children’s
bodies were found two days
later at an abandoned strip
mine.
The (Scranton) Times-Tri-

also engage in community
service activities during the
coming semester.
La Salle said it takes seriously any complaints of hazing or other inappropriate
behavior, promotes a campus
community of “inclusivity,
mutual respect and solidarity,’ and deviations from those
tenets “are antithetical to
our mission and will not be
tolerated.”
The university didn’t cite
examples of the “nonviolent
power-differential hazing.”
The Philadelphia Inquirer
reported that a freshman
recruit had alleged hazing
such as “initiation games”
in which she said freshmen

had soccer balls kicked at
them from all directions.
Dawn Soufleris, university
vice president of student
affairs and enrollment management, told the paper that
there had actually been two
probes, one by the human
resources department and
the public safety department.
“While the investigation found no behavior
necessitating University
disciplinary action against
specific individuals, we take
very seriously all claims of
hazing and other forms of
inappropriate behavior,” the
university said in a statement.

didn’t intend to kill the children and tried to cover up
their murders out of fear.
“Joseph agonized for the
crimes he committed, the
loss of lives, the sadness for
the Ziemba family and the
shame he brought his own
family for years,” said D’Andrea, adding that his client
has tried to better himself in
prison, earning his GED and
learning carpentry.
County District Attorney
Mark Powell argues that
Aulisio should be sentenced
to 70 years — 35 years for
each child, to be served consecutively.

