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vanians from this coronavirus and the
rights of gun owners. This extension
will help everyone affected.”

See GUN, Page B2

CSIU launches
online learning
resources
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By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

The Central Susquehanna Inter
mediate Unit launched on Wednes
day extensive online and printable
resources for students, teachers and
parents to use while learning from
home during the COVID-19 crisis.
The CSIU, which serves 17 school
districts
in
Columbia,
Montour,
Northumberland, Snyder and Union
counties in central Pennsylvania, has
been charged by the state Depart
ment of Education to provide quality,
innovative programs and services
to enrich the learning and lives of
students, educators and members of
the community after Gov. Tom Wolf
on Monday suspended school indefi
nitely. CSIU is also providing profes
sional development for teachers.
“Sometimes a crisis brings peo
ple together,” said CSIU director
of community outreach Bernadette
Boerckel. “What we’re seeing is 17
school districts in our area moving
the same direction and all trying to
support the learning of their students.
The amount of time they are putting
in to create lessons and engage in
students when they are home. It’s
phenomenal. Everyone’s collective
energy is meeting the needs of the
people in our region.”

See ONLINE, Page B2
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The Community Aid drop-off box loc

Business pro
By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY - People who
are using the shutdown to do
some spring cleaning are asked
to hold off on leaving items at
Community Aid donation bins.

Construction resum
By Eric Scicchitano
escicchitano@dailyitem.com

MiLMi
Editor’s Note: This is part of an
ongoing series of ideas highlighting
activities available to children and
families during the shutdown of Val
ley schools.
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Celebrate the 100th anniver
sary of women getting the right to
vote and more vital history with a
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Construction resumed Monday at
Evangelical Community Hospital
where tradespeople returned to the
hospital expansion job-site under
new measures designed to protect
workers from the novel coronavirus.
Hospital construction and renova
tion remain among the essential busi
ness exemptions permitted within
Gov. Tom Wolf’s statewide stay-athome order issued Wednesday.
Work
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on the $72 million PRIME project
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be available from noon to 6
Timberhaven, 11:50 a.m.
pandemic.
p.m. on April 4 for curbside
The emergency order was
Shelly Circle, 12:10 p.m. West
Milton underpass. Southern
pickup. Staff and volunteers
initially issued on March 16
The Daily Item - 04/02/2020
Copy Reduced to 86% from original to fit
will load the food into ve
through April 3.
route: 11:35 a.m. Penn Com
hicles while clients remain in
The extension was made
mons, 11:50 a.m. Second and
their cars to maintain social
at the urging of the DepartSt. Mary streets, 12:10 p.m.

For more information or
to enroll in the eLearning
offer, please
letter
pagehave students or
teachers call us at 877-9557328.

letter grades.
The university is also ex
tending the late
withdrawal
Page
: B002
period for the semester to
May 1.

- JUSTIN STRAWSER

- MARCIA MOORE

CSIU launches extensive online learning resources
ONLINE, from Page B1
The materials can be found
on https://www.csiu.org/learningresources, which is intended
to provide learning resources
for districts, teachers, and
parents who are supporting
students’
in-home
learning
environments during school
closures. A variety of online
communication tools and strat
egies will be used.
The point of this is not a
complete curriculum; these are
engaging activities that could
supplement the materials, said
Boerckel.

For parents
The Parent folder includes
more detailed, weekly learn
ing plans, to help enrich and
supplement the home education
of Pre-K-12 students. Teachers
may also benefit from the plans
in this folder which are specific
to each grade and content level
as well as college and career
readiness,
occupational and
physical therapy, speech, and
Hearing.
The website provides grade
and content-specific links and

POLICE
The Daily Item collects and
publishes police reports as a
public service to its readers.
The reports often contain
police allegations against in
dividuals. Such allegations do
not mean the individuals ac
tually committed a crime. All
people named in connection
with a crime are presumed
innocent until proven guilty in
a court of law.
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NEWSROOM
How to submit tips for
news, photographs
Call the newsroom at 570863-3213 or (800) 792-2303.
Fax your tips at 570-2867695 or e-mail tips to:

templates that can be visited
or downloaded. The CSIU
Helplines document provides
email addresses that you may
use to access experts in a va
riety of areas as you navigate
online learning. Additionally,
teachers will find professional
development opportunities and
spaces to share resources and
experiences with colleagues.

Teacher involvement
Dr. Molly Nied, CSIU’s di
rector of academics who is the
supervisor of the project, gath
ered a team of 30 teachers from
various content and grade lev
els from several districts who
helped to vet the resources and
write the weekly lesson plans.
Each Friday will include the
complete set for the next week.
The team has also considered
those without internet access
and created printable packets.
“These are a very talented
and dedicated group of teach
ers who jumped right into ac
tion,” said Nied. “We met Mon
day morning at 8 a.m. through
Zoom (videoconferencing) and
they had lesson plans created
within 24 hours. We had this

vision to get resources into the
hands of families and districts
as fast as we can.”
Many parents are working
remotely, home while being
laid off or coming home from
high-stress jobs, so the CSIU
wanted to “ease the burden for
parents,” said Nied.
“We know this is a really
stressful time for families,”
she said. “The unknown can
be scary.”
Dr. Cheryl Latorre, a for
mer superintendent at Dan
ville Area and Mount Carmel
Area, provided her expertise
and experience to help launch
the K-12 curriculum in less
than a week. Latorre is a con
tracted consultant under Neid.
“Many parents right now are
trying to do their jobs from
home with a house full of kids
and try to engage them,” said
Latorre. “We put a team to
gether to build a comprehen
sive curriculum that any parent
or a student can access.”
The teachers have been
“amazing,” she said. “It’s
outstanding. They're putting
things out and it can be used
for a 365-day curriculum.”

Alice Justice, a retired
educator and counselor from
Midd-West, Lewisburg Area
and Central Columbia school
districts, said the Zoom meet
ings have been “mini think
tanks,” where a lot of great
ideas are coming out.
“I’m really excited,” she said.
“This is an array of materials
for all grade levels. It’s been
a very rewarding, hectic and
exhausting process, but I think
the product in the first week is
really good.”
June Heeter, a first-grade
teacher at the Danville Primary
School, helped develop the cur
riculum. Danville developed
its own curriculum, but this
will give everyone access to
the curriculum, she said.
“I will put the link directly
on the web page so parents can
access it in addition to what
Danville is doing for students,”
she said. It has a lot of great
information and activities on
there. It’s great for the little
ones and the higher-ups. It
gives them another resource to
use while at home during this.”
Heeter described the group
as “an amazing group of peo-

LOTTERY

CORRECTIONS
It is the policy of The Daily
Item to correct factual errors
in news stories and photo
captions. We invite readers to
call the newsroom, (570) 2865671, Ext. 350, from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, or write to Editor, Box
607, 200 Market St., Sunbury,
PA 17801

■ PENNSYLVANIA

news@dailyitem.com
Staff contacts
Editor: Dennis Lyons, 570988-5482, dlyons@dailyitem.com
Managing Editor: Bill Bow
man, 570-988-5474, bbowman@dailyitem.com
Features Editor: John Zaktansky, 570-988-5473, jzaktansky@dailyitem.com
Managing Editor/Money:
David Hilliard, 570-988-5484,
dhilliard@dailyitem.com
Sports Editor: Kurt Ritzman,
570-988-5489, kritzman@dailyitem.com
Sports Events: sports@
dailyitem.com

News Events and Tips:
news@dailyitem.com or
mynews@dailyitem.com
Calendar Events: calendar@
dailyitem.com.
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pie” who is knowledgable in
the field.
The teachers involved in de
veloping the curriculum who
are also still planning to teach
are all “superheroes,” said Jus
tice.
Classroom/supervisory
staff
will communicate with all
families and survey them to
determine the availability of
technology in the home (tablet,
computer, high-speed inter
net, email, phone calls, etc.)
in order to determine the ap
propriate method of continuity
of education delivery.
For families with limited ac
cess to technology, CSIU staff
will provide printable studentspecific enrichment and review
packets. CSIU staff will ensure
that the materials are delivered
to families as needed. Homeschooling kits (construction
paper, glue, scissors, Playdoh,
etc.) will be provided to each
preschool family. Families, if
they are able, can also go to a
spot with public internet access
to download the materials.
There are resources for spe
cial education as well as gradu
ation resources for seniors.
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Pick 2 Day

0-0 W:0

Pick 5 Evening 2-1 -0-1 -8 W:8

Numbers 33-35-45-48-60

Pick 2 Evening
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Treasure

Powerball

Pick 3 Day
Pick 3 Evening

1-4-4 W:0
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Match
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Pick 4 Day
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